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Pancake Breakfast Mar. 10th 
 

Starting at 8:30am pancakes with fixin’s will be 

served for a small donation to the chapter. 
Regular business meeting/program to begin at 

10am. Place: Hangar 41 
 

 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------     

 

 Houston Area FAA Safety Team (FAAST) 

Meeting Sponsored by Galaxy FBO at KCXO 

March 3, 2012 

 
The FAA Safety Team presented a program on Aviation Weather in 

Galaxy’s hangar at KCXO.  Jere Gardner, air traffic control specialist 

from the KCXO tower was introduced by Paul Downs, FAA and gave 
a very informative talk and slide show on weather and how to get 

weather information before and during flight operations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

EAA Chapter 302 
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2012 Membership Dues are now being accepted 
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Preview of Galaxy’s new Cessna SkyCatcher 

 

        
 

Recreational and Private VFR Training Available 
                                            
 

                                            

 
 



EAA Chapter 302 – Minutes for February 11, 2012 
Shirley Park, Secretary 

 

 The Monthly Meeting was opened in our reorganized meeting room at 10 am by President Don 

Colchin.  Thanks to all of the volunteers who picked up/cleaned up/straightened up our room.  

Looks good! 

 Jose Ruiz presented the February Safety Moment discussing crosswind landing techniques of 

crabbing and slipping and clarification of stall speeds of downwind legs and base legs. 

 Aviation History this month: Charles Lindbergh was born on February 4, 1902 as noted by 

President Don Colchin. 

 Guests were introduced in a new manner by a member presenting information collected earlier. 

Denny Irvine introduced Dave Matlock who works for Delta and is looking for an RV.  He has an 

ATP rating.  Rick Duste introduced by Jim Dippel soloed on his 16th birthday.  He has a Piper 

Turbo Arrow.  This was his second visit to EAA 302.   Jae Ebert introduced visitor Mark Windell 

and his young son, Mark.  The younger Mark is interested in aviation.  Steve Ivy introduced Chet  

Chesnut,  a member of Chapter 59 in Waco.  He has a 601 XLB and likes formation flying.  He is 

looking for a hangar in the area.  Brent Crabe introduced Jim Nordin and wife Liz who have a 

Long EZ, a Lancair and a Glassair.  Also guests were Andy Ewers and girlfriend, Shannon.  Andy 

has 20 years as an A & P mechanic. 

 Minutes of the January monthly meeting was approved as published in newsletter. 

 Treasurer report by Lynell Gipson stated amount in bank is $3,047.22.  January income was a 

donation of $149.00, Interest Income of .19, Dues $925.00, Sales of $36.00, Badges $51.25 and 

Swindle $48.00.  Expenses were $15.00 bank service charge, Dues $275.00, groceries $ 172.51, 

Badges $43.75, Rent $150.00, Postage $7.90. 

 Membership Chairman, Chase Snodgrass is in Presidio building his two RV 10s and needs help 

with this committee.  Please contact President Don Colchin.  We have received a list from EAA 

National of 800 members in the general Houston area.  We have already voted to send 100 

postcards to the closest potential members to inform them of Chapter 302 activities.   

 Young Eagle chairman, Larry Elliott will coordinate with Chapter 12 for a May 12th event after 

the meeting.  We will break for lunch and fly at 1pm.  Larry is compiling a list of available planes 

and pilots.  Please contact Larry at 713-398-5899.  Pilots qualify for fuel discount at Phillips with 

a Phillips card.  Pilots must have liability insurance.  This event is also covered under the 

National EAA insurance policy.  Each Young Eagle who flies will get a free student 6 month 

membership in National, AMA and Chapter 302.   Also their first hour of flight instruction is free 

and they are eligible for a flight training scholarship.  The chapter will receive $5.00 for each 

young eagle flight if 10 are flown per year.  Young eagle ages are 11 to 17. 



 EAA National rules have changed concerning flying clubs.  New directions will be revealed at Sun 

and Fun.  Several of our members are interested in forming a flying club .  Jae Ebert (317-691-

8546) is looking into this. 

 Name tags are $6.25.  Please contact Lynell Gipson, Treasurer to order. 

 The Compass Rose painting by the 99’ers will be Saturday, April 21st.  EAA 302 will serve lunch 

for the volunteers at Greg Smith’s hangar close to Runway 19. 

 The Tool Crib  will be a virtual list on the new website.  A list of available tools will be developed 

on the website.  Please fill out the “I have a tool to lend”  form on the website if you have a 

tool(s) to loan.  Members who wish to borrow the tool must contact the owner of the tool 

directly.    

 We have a one million $ liability policy with EAA for each event.  A form must be filled out and 

sent in to National for each event.  We need a volunteer to coordinate this.  Please contact 

President Don Colchin.  Denny Irvine will fill in until a chairman is installed. 

 Brent Crabe bought one dozen chairs for the meeting room.  Many thanks, Brent. 

 Please note that the meeting date has changed back to second Saturday of each month with 

time at 10 am and a breakfast beginning at 8:30 am. 

 Don and Denny Irvine attended a chapter officer seminar in Oshkosh Jan. 22-24.  Some 

highlights among many were: 

They learned that there were 73 fatal accidents for experimental airplanes last year, with the 

hot spots being:  first flight, after 50/60 hours, and second owner transfers. 

Note the back of your membership card.  You are entitled free entrance to some museums. 

 We are in need of flight advisors and technical counselors.  Please contact President Don 

Colchin. 

 Bill Gipson announced a possible fly out to West Houston Airport to visit the West Houston 

Squadron of the Commemorative Air Force.  Several WWII vintage planes and a flight museum 

will be toured.  No date has been set.  

 February 25th is the fly out/drive weekend to a bed and breakfast in Natchitoches, LA. 

 Joe Waltz announced a trip March 9, 10, 11 to Big Bend National and State Park.  There is a 15 

bed bunkhouse which can be reserved.  Tent camping can also be accommodated.  Call Joe 

Waltz at 832-515-1008. 

 Larry Perryman encourages everyone to look at the website.  www.302.eaachapter.org  

 A chapter service award was given to Chuck Elsey for Young Eagles last year. 

 Mike Brown announced a fabulous find at the motorcycle shop of a small camera suitable for 

flying. 

 Steve Ivy announced some ILS system outages/changes coming soon at KCXO. 

 The swindle was won by Rick Duste and the T shirt drawing was won by Jim Archer. 

 An entertaining program was recorded and presented by Denny Irvine on Brent Crabe’s first 

flight in his newly completed RV-8. 

 In attendance were 45 members and 9 visitors for a total of  54 

 Meeting was adjourned at 11:23am 

  

http://www.302.eaachapter.org/


Pictures from February 11 th Chapter 
302 Monthly Meeting 

The highlights of February’s meeting included the pre-meeting pancake 
breakfast and the program presentation of Brent Crabe’s first flight.  A 
great turnout of 54 members and guest this month. 

 

      
 
 
                                           
 
 
 

   
      
 
 
 
 

Joe Waltz explains to Don Colchin and 
others where Big Bend State Park is 

located just this side of the left thumb.  

Jim Dippel introduces visitor Rick Duste to 
the membership. 

Don Colchin at work making pancakes Socializing at the Pancake Breakfast 



 
 
 
Fellow Aviators,   

 
Bravo Aviation in Jasper, Texas would like to invite you all back to Bell Field for our Annual Air show on March 17th and 
18th. It was wonderful meeting you all at the fly-in and we look forward to seeing you all again. The Air show is also looking 
for vintage aircrafts to add to the static display line-up. So if your airplane fits that bill and you are interested, please let us 
know.  
 
Feel free to contact us with any questions you may have. You can also check out the web link for the show at 
jasperairshow.net. Thank you! 
 
Your Friends,  
 
Bravo Aviation 

(409) 381-8151 

flybravo@gmail.com 
 
Jasper, Texas (KJAS) 

 

        

        

 

http://jasperairshow.net/
mailto:flybravo@gmail.com


 

 

APRIL 20-22, 2012 

RAIN DATE APRIL 27-30 

We will update our website www.critterslodge.org with any weather cancellation info 

Join us for our SPRING fly-in at CrittersLodge.  Starting on FRIDAY 

evening, April 20, dinner will be served at 6:30pm.  Breakfast on Saturday 
will be served 8am, Lunch at 12:30. and Dinner at 6:00.  On Sunday 

breakfast only at 8a.m.  All meals funded by donations.    

We offer indoor restrooms, solar outdoor showers, camping facilities, 
firewood, and lots of GOOD FOOD.  We have limited number of reserved 

parking spaces for $5.00 each offered on First-Come basis, and the normal 
22 acres of free pasture parking.  To reserve your special parking space, fly-
by early or call 903-536-7000, email us CrittersLodge@starband.net .  Also 

see our website at www.critterslodge.org for additional info.  

See sectional chart, near Leona VOR 110.8, 032 degree-15nm Lat. N31 –

18.27  Lon. 95-47.71. (Dillard) TE01, Radio required. Monitoring 
122.9.  Contact controller prior to entering pattern.  Land and taxi at your 

own risk. 

Visual Flight Note:  Following Hwy 7 between Crockett and Centerville, at 
intersections of the Trinity River and Hwy 7, airfield is 6.5 nm west.  Look for 

white oil storage tanks on North side of Hwy7.  (See 499’ tower same 
location on sectional chart.)  Turn South one-half nm.  Use left hand traffic 

for both runways.  Runway width 100 feet, trees to trees 70 x3100 no 
overrun.  Taxi only in mowed identified areas only.  121.9 ground frequency 
may be given after landing and off active. 

 

mailto:CrittersLodge@starband.net
http://www.critterslodge.org/


1 February 25, 2012 
 

On The Road Again 

Natchitoches, LA 
Members of EAA Chapter 302 traveled to 
Natchitoches, Louisiana on February 25 for 

camaraderie and some R & R. In attendance 
were Don & Sharon Colchin, Denny & Gwen 
Irvine, Brent & Mary Crabe, Bill & Lynell 

Gipson and Jim & Kathryn Crawford.  

The Airport 
The Natchitoches Regional Airport is a great 
facility to fly into. It offers two runways.  
Runway 17/35, and runway 7/25.  The main 

ramp, fuel pumps, and terminal building are 
located midfield, east of Runway 17/35, 

which is the runway most commonly used.  
The airport personnel made available to us 
hanger space at $25 a night and a courtesy 

car.  It is a short five to ten minute drive 
from the airport to downtown. 

 

Don & Sharon Colchin arriving at Natchitoches Regional 

The City 
The City of Natchitoches, Louisiana was 
established in 1714, and is the oldest 
permanent settlement in Louisiana.  At the 

heart of this National Historic Landmark 
District lies Front Street, a brick thoroughfare 

where wrought iron balconies, restaurants 
and shops face the Cane River. The 

City’s Historic district includes many historic 
homes, churches and commercial structures. 
A mixture of Queen Anne and Victorian 

architecture, along with Creole style cottages 
can be seen throughout the town 

 

Historic Front Street 

 

 

Kathryn Crawford & Sharon Colchin touring Front 

Street 

 

Lunch at Mama’s Oyster House 

 



2 February 25, 2012 
 

Fort St. Jean Baptist 
In 1716, Sieur Charles Claude Dutisné was 
sent to Natchitoches with a small company of 

colonial troops to build a garrison an outpost 
that could prevent the Spanish forces in 

Texas from advancing across the border.  
This outpost was named Fort St. Jean 
Baptiste des Natchitoches.  We toured the 

Fort which is now a replication of the original 
and is located on the Cane River, just a few 

hundred yards from the original site. 

 

At the gate of Fort St. Jean Baptist 

 

 

Inside the walls of Fort St. Jean Baptist 

Violet Hill B & B 
We were fortunate to have accommodations 

for the night at The Violet Hill Bed and 
Breakfast, which is located on the Cane River 

in the Historic District of Natchitoches.  The 
house was built between 1880 – 1890 and at 
one point in its history it was used as a 

Sanatorium.  The home has been renovated 

and is a very welcoming and elegantly 

furnished establishment.  If you’re in the 
area, it’s a great place to stay.  

 

Violet Hill patio was a great place to relax. 

 

 

The Violet Hill Parlor 

 

 

Enjoying Breakfast at the Violet Hill B & B 

 



3 February 25, 2012 
 

The Landing Restaurant and Bar 
Later that evening we rendezvoused at the 
Landing Restaurant and bar for dinner.  

Located in the heart of the National Historic 
Landmark District, the restaurant is a short 

walk from the Violet Hill and is a premier 
dining destination.  

 

Dinner at the Landing Restaurant 

Back to Conroe 
It was a great trip and we all had a wonderful 
time!  Now it’s back home and time to start 
planning the next outing.  I hope you will join 

us on the next Chapter 302 fly out.  
Remember you don’t have to fly to 

participate.  The vast majority on this trip 
drove their personal cars.  It’s a great way to 
get to know your fellow chapter members 

and their wives.  Hope to see you next time! 

Don Colchin is ready to go. 

 

Jim & Kathryn Crawford departing for home 

 

Final leg of a great trip 

 

Back in the hanger till next time 

 



4 February 25, 2012 
 

Visit to Oakland and Melrose Plantations 

on River Road 

Those who drove cars stayed in the area to 

visit and tour two historical plantations.  The 

Oakland plantation 10 miles south of 

Natchitoches is located within the Cane River 

Creole National Historical Park and is 

considered one of the most intact French 

Creole cotton plantations in the United 

States.  The Oakland Plantation was 

established in 1821.  We walked the grounds 

and visited the various farm buildings 

noticing the handhewn cypress beam 

construction, ancient bousillage walls and 

weathered fencerows.  It was like stepping 

back in time and reminded us of the cultures 

left behind. 

 

 

Next stop along the River Road was the 

Melrose Plantation Homes owned and 

maintained by the Association for the 

Preservation of Historic Natchitoches.  The 

original colonial residence was built in 1796.  

Several buildings were added over the years 

with the “Big House” an early Louisiana type 

plantation home being completed in 1833.  

We were treated to a very informative guided 

tour of the grounds and buildings.   



5 February 25, 2012 
 

 

References 

1. http://www.natchitoches.net/ 

2. http://www.forttours.com/pages/fortbaptiste.asp 

3. http://www.violethillbandb.com/ 

4. http://www.natchitochesla.gov/CityDepartments/Airport/tabid/345/Def
ault.aspx 

5. http://www.thelandingrestaurantandbar.com/ 

6. http://mamasoysterhouse.com/ 

 

 

http://www.natchitoches.net/
http://www.forttours.com/pages/fortbaptiste.asp
http://www.violethillbandb.com/
http://www.natchitochesla.gov/CityDepartments/Airport/tabid/345/Default.aspx
http://www.natchitochesla.gov/CityDepartments/Airport/tabid/345/Default.aspx
http://www.thelandingrestaurantandbar.com/
http://mamasoysterhouse.com/


 
 

Young Eagles ~ Share The Dream 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 

NEXT MEETING: 

MARCH 10TH 

10AM 

HANGAR 41 

 

Calendar of Events 

 1st Sat., La Grange BBQ Fly-In, Fayette Regional (3T5) 
 1st Sat., Fly-In Lunch, Leesville, LA  (L39) EAA Chapter 1356 

 3rd Sat., BBQ Lunch, Disc. Fuel, Jasper Apt. (JAS) 
 4th  Sat., Fly-In Breakfast, 8-11 am, Tyler Pounds Fld, (TYR) 
 4th Sat. Fly-in Drive-in Beauregard Regional (DRI), DeRidder, La  

 

Call before you go!! 
 

 

 March 17-18, 2012, Jasper Air Show and Fly-in, Jasper, TX (KJAS) 
 March 27-April 1, 2012  Sun N Fun, Lakeland, FlL  (KLAL) Lakeland Linder 

Rgnl 

 2nd Sat. Lufkin “The Cook’s Choice Fly-in”, Angelina County Airport (KLFK) 
April, June, August, October 

 April 20-22, Critterslodge Fly-in, (TE01) 
 April 21-22, West Houston Airport Open House, (KIWS) 

EAA 302 regularly meets @ 8:30AM for pancake breakfast, 

10am for business meeting on the 2nd Saturday of the 

month, Lone Star Executive Airport, (CXO), Lone Star 

Builders Center, 10150 Dorbandt, Hangar #41 
 

  Visitors are always welcome! 
 

Take IH-45 Exit 90, follow the signs 3 miles east to the airport. 

 

EAA 302 2011 Officers and 

Contact Information 
 
President:  Don Colchin (713)253-8989 
Vice Pres:  Bill Gipson (281)814-6006 
Secretary:  Shirley Park (281)460-2946 
Treasurer: Lynell Gipson (713)825-4090 
Young 
Eagles: 

Larry Elliott (713)398-5899 

Website: Larry 
Perryman 

(281)222-6361 

Program 
Chairman 
Newsletter:  
 
Membership: 

Denny Irvine 
 
Bill Gipson 
Chase 
Snodgrass 

(936)827-0091 
 
(281)814-6006 
 
(832)588-8888 

  
  
  
  
  
  
Dennis McCright (936) 443-3562 
  

 

Disclaimer: Chapter 302 assumes no responsibility or risk for use of products occasionally listed for sale.  This is a service to members and does not 

constitute an endorsement of such products by the Chapter, its members, or the EAA.  All building tips and suggestions put forth in the newsletter or 

at chapter meetings are informational only.  The Chapter assumes no liability or responsibility for the accuracy of such material.  Anyone applying such 

information to their flying or project does so at their own volition and risk. 

Engine: superior quality used Japanese carbureted 
Subaru motor 1.8 liter 8 valve EA81 4 Cyl. from Unitex 
trading company see website www.unitextrading.com 
This engine was donated to EAA 302 by a former 
member. 

For Sale: RV-6 Empennage Kit – New Parts 
For information call 281-359-9111. Leave name and 

number.  Will return call. 

Machine Shop Access: Tom Kreiner, 
EAA 302 member, is offering access to 
his machine shop for discount rates and 
rebates to our section.  Contact @ 832-

326-2970 or tkreiner@gmail.com 
 

Need a Tech Counselor and Flight Advisor?  Contact 
Mike Singleton @ 832-865-4675 or msing48@hotmail.com 

For Sale: We have a donated 55 
gal. drum of AeroShell 15W-50 
which we are selling to 

members at $4/quart.  Bring a 
clean gallon container to Larry 
Perryman’s hangar 41.  Support 
your EAA chapter. 

 

For Sale- EAA Fundraiser 
Four drawer file from 
EAA meeting room 
declared excess.  Asking 

$20.  Contact Larry or 
bring your money to the 
monthly meeting. 
Cell 281-222-6361 

http://www.unitextrading.com/

