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EAA Chapter 302

Conroe, Texas

Pancake Breakfast Feb. 11th

Starting at 8:30am pancakes with fixin’s will be
served for a small donation to the chapter.
Regular business meeting/program to begin at
10am. Place: Hangar 41

Another successful 1° flight at KCXO

Brent Crabe’s RV-8 on Friday, 13 January 2012
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EAA Chapter 302 - Minutes for January 7, 2012

Shirley Park, Secretary

Meeting opened at 9:05 am by President Don Colchin. Ed O’quinn provided donuts.

Safety Moment presented by Larry Perryman who cautioned about carburetor ice can be an
issue in colder weather and also about ice accumulation on wings. Jose Ruiz volunteered for
next month’s Safety Moment.

President Don Colchin : This month in aviation history, Steve Wittman built the first homebuilt
to carry passengers. The Tailwind flew January 13, 1953. Don owns a Tailwind.

Guests were introduced Jim McSouls, Marcel Vanderstok, Doug Knab, Norman Peterson, and
Rick Duste.

Secretary minutes were from November as the December party was recorded in pictures in the
newsletter and no business was conducted.

Chase Snodgrass, Membership Chairman was not present but communicated to President Don
Colchin that he received a list from EAA national with 400 members in this area. And wants to
send a postcard to invite these people to our chapter meetings and activities.

Larry Elliott, Chapter 302 Young Eagles Chairman is working with Chapter 12 to accommodate a
group of 40 kids from The Woodlands. Larry wants to combine this effort with KCXO Airport
Director, Scott Smith, on a proposed Airport Day. Exact date TBD but probably on a weekend in
March or April. So far, Denny Irvine, Jim Archer, Ed O’Quinn, Chuck LeKron and Don Colchin
have volunteered their airplanes and time.

Discussion on the possibility of acquiring Dennis McCright’s Champ from his widow concluded
that a separate flying club would have to be established. Those interested planned to meet
after the meeting. Dave Chaplin will head the committee to investigate costs and possibilities.
Discussion on tool crib that was voted in last meeting. Larry Perryman has volunteered to keep
the crib at his hangar and be responsible to maintain the list to check in and out tools. Some
tools may be loaned by other members and if there is a request for purchase of special tools by
the chapter, the membership will discuss and vote on that expenditure.

Noted that name tags costs have gone up to $6.25. Please contact Lynell Gipson, Treasurer to
order.

The KCXO Airport Day committee wants Chapter 302 assistance for a Saturday to be scheduled
in March. See discussion above.

Don Colchin presented chapter service awards to Shirley Park, Secretary;, Don Colchin,
President; Lynell Gipson, Treasurer; Bill Gipson, Vice President and Newsletter Editor; and Jose
Ruiz, Tech Counselor.

Paperwork for 2 (two) new tech counselors, Doug Knab and Rick Jankowski has been forwarded
to EAA Headquarters.



Treasurer, Lynell Gipson reported December income of 16 cents of interest from bank and
expenses of $150.00 for rent for December expenses. Bank balance is $2,524.19 and in that are
Compass Rose funds of $430.73.

After discussion it was voted to move meeting date to second Saturday at 10.00am with a
pancake breakfast offered at 8:30am. Donations welcomed!

President Don Colchin and Denny Irvine, Program Chairman are planning to attend the Chapter
Officer 2 % day seminar in Oshkosh starting January 22" at their personal cost. They hope to
bring back ideas how to raise money as well as build the chapter membership.

The Compass Rose is still on hold waiting for an FAA approved surveyor to complete the project.
Denny Irvine reported that the fly out to the Hangar Hotel was not very well attended, but a
good time was had anyway! Denny is currently planning a February trip to a Natchitoches bed
and breakfast. Information on definite date will be sent by e mail. Those who wish to drive are
also welcomed on this 230 mile trip. (See details in this month’s newsletter)

The program presented by Denny Irvine was on Steve lacoviello’s first flight video. Congrats!
Steve. How nice to have it documented.

There were several project reports. Tom Kreiner announced class schedules beginning January
21* on basic metal work at his machine shop at Hooks. This is an 8 week course. He also has
several heavy solid wood doors that would make excellent tops for work benches. Contact him
directly at 832-326-2970.

Ken Chrisman bought a 2009 RV8 in Charlotte, NC and is pleased to have it hangared here.

In attendance 47 total. Welcome new members: Doug Knab, and Marcel Vanderstok,

Jose Ruiz won the swindle and donated back to chapter.

Meeting was adjourned at 10:26am.
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Ken Chrisman’s newly purchased
RV-8. Good looking bird Ken!




The Oshkosh Leadership Tour

Friday, January 22, Don Colchin and Denny Irvine left
Houston and traveled to Milwaukee, Wisconsin to
attend the EAA Leadership Training Semi It was
75 degrees and ¥ ¥ O
sunny where we
left, and a grim 10
degrees in  snow
where we arrived.
After holding for 45
minutes, we barely had time to grab our rental car and
drive to Oshkosh for the welcoming activities. In
case you don’t recognize it, Don’s holding a “Snow
Sho-vel”—noun—1. a tool to dig frozen precipitation. It got down to 10 degrees
BELOW zero. However, we were provided rooms in the nearly new Lodge, where we
also ate and enjoyed evenings around the fireplace.
Then each day, we were bussed over to the Eagle
Hangar for classes on all things EAA. You’ll hear a lot
more about those :

from Don at our next
meeting. There were
23 chapter officers
there from various [
states, including T
Washington and Virginia. Class went from 8 to 5
Saturday, and 8 to noon Sunday. Much of our time was
spent learning about the recent changes in management
of your organization, and we can tell you there will be some surprising announcements
made at the upcoming Sun-n-Fun venue in Florida this spring.

Fortunately, our timing for visiting Wisconsin
couldn’t have been better. January 21 was scheduled
to be the Ski Plane Fly-in. A week earlier, there
wasn’t enough snow and it was too warm. All that
changed with the storm we arrived in, so on Saturday,
the instructor allowed us an hour to go to Pioneer
Airport. We enjoyed chili and cocoa with all the local
enthusiasts, and observed the 36 ski planes that flew
in for the event. Two of the enthusiasts were EAA’s
#1 member Paul Poberezny and his wife Audrey.
They were celebrating Audrey’s 87™ birthday, and there was enough cake for everyone to
have a piece. Paul and Audrey would join us that evening in the Research Library and
give us a tour of their original office, which has been recreated in the Eagle Hangar.




It’s important to note here that it was not just all
classes and listening. The attendees’ input and
feedback were actively solicited. Lots of attention
was placed on communication, insurance, Young
Eagles, homebuilding, and improving the EAA
website.  Your representatives have just gone
through a complete reorganization, so those who are ¢

just three. They £ LI i ¥l
are re-energized, and you should be notlcmg the
difference soon.

When Saturday’s classes were finished, we headed
back for supper
at the Lodge,
and were
surprised to hear
that Paul and
Audrey wanted
to join us by the fire. He’s quite the “Preacher”. He
referred to us and our Chapters as the “Churches” of
EAA. Very Inspirational. k

When he was done speaking, the group
boarded the vans again, and headed back to the Museum. Paul’s instructions were to
“Let ‘em go wherever they want.” We had a Behind the Ropes tour of the entire
museum. Several sat in the Poberezny P-51, and we poured over the Bugatti and
Mosquito Bomber. We finally had to leave when
they began turning the lights out at 10:00PM.

When classes finished at noon Sunday,
anyone interested could join a tour of the nearby
Sonex factory at the north end of the field. We
were hosted by John Monnett—the man who made
it all happen. You could sit in a cockpit trainer, or
peek at the jet in research and development. There

K. ! were Kits on pallets ready to ship out, and they are
dellverlng 3 airplanes a week. Sure tempting to slip one into your carryon luggage. And
so we hit the road (in freezing rain) and headed back to Milwaukee and Houston.

THIS WAS AN INCREDIBLY INFORMATIVE SEMINAR
AND IT DIDN’T COST EAA 302 A CENT!



Plane Talk: Getting to Know our Members

by Bill Gipson

(This article is the fifth in a series designed to get to know our
members better. | will randomly choose a volunteer member of
Chapter 302 to provide their story and interesting experiences that
they are willing to share.)

This month’s Plane Talk features Dick Stevens, a
member of EAA and a native of Denver, Colorado who
found his way to Texas back in 1995. He was a star
football player in high school, played halfback at the
University of Denver, and even tried out for the Denver
Broncos in 1960. He was very close to being a
professional football player instead of a professional

pilot. Dick also raced cars. More on that later.

Dick actually learned to fly DC-3s in 1955 to earn his
ATP license. In 1962 he joined Frontier Airlines out
of Denver and flew for 25 years in DC3s, Convair
340s, 580s, Boeing 727s, 737s and MD 80s.
Frontier was bought out by Continental Airlines in
1986.

Dick, while flying for Frontier/Continental, did much of
his work training pilots, performing aircraft checkouts
and overhaul testing in such places as San Antonio, Long
Beach, and Paine Field in Seattle. He served as the Aero
Safety Chairman for Frontier and also worked with the
ALPO on many safety issues. He attended the Accident
Investigation School at Southern California. He and his
wife Lexie moved to Houston in 1995 with Continental
where Dick worked with pilot simulation training and
continued to fly flight tests in MD80s. Dick retired from
Continental in 2002 with 30,000+ hrs multi-engine time.

It was at Continental Airlines where Dick met Dennis
McCright, another pilot with the company. They
became good friends and decided to build an airplane
together. They joined EAA and Chapter 302 in 1998.
Their RV6 won many regional and national awards for
the outstanding workmanship that Dennis and Dick put

into their project.

Dick raced Formula cars from 1972 to 1980 winning
more races around the US and Canada than anyone for
4 yrs straight. Dick and Lexie were married in 1973 and
she became his partner and racing teammate. Cool! He
also holds a scuba diving SR rating. On May 16, 2009,
Dick was awarded the FAA Wright Bros. Master Pilot
Award signifying 50 years of safety and excellence in
flying. Dick currently represents TruTrak Flight Systems
and Grand Rapids Technologies here at KCXO. Very
interesting guy. Glad he’s a member of Chapter 302.



February B& B Fly-out

February 25-26

Here’s an opportunity to attend a Chapter 302 Rlyand make “points”
with your significant other. Its time to knock tlkeist off the wings, and

- e | 4w head for Louisiana—Destination
e 4 . Natchitoches. We will be staying at
either the Creole Cottage on the Cane
River, or at the Jefferson Street
Townhouse across the street. Each B&B
has 4 rooms, and includes a southern
style breakfast. The rooms are $125 per

- night plus 3% tax, single or double

occupancy. Availability is first come/fir
served. Natchitoches is filled with Frenc
Spanish, and early American history, pl
lots of great shopping, guaranteeing that t
will be a hit with your co-pilot. Bring you
hiking shoes for walks on the Cane Ri
Trail. Reservations are required, and can
cancelled for weather 24 hours in advan
We will have an airport courtesy car, ara
; can shuttle as many arrivals as necessary.
Natchitoches Regional Airport is 50
degrees from CXO, 145 Nautical miles.
¥ Elevation is 121’, Unicom 122.8, AWOS

= 119.02. Itis just over the Louisiana border
between Natchez and Shreveport. The
field is Pilot Controlled (no tower) and
fuel is a very reasonable $4.80 a gallon—
no tiedown charges. Questions can be
directed to Denny Irvine—936-827-009
or dirvine@suddenlink.net Reservationg
can be made at:
Jefferson Street Townhouse 318-352-84

Or

Creole Cottages 318-792-77




Pictures from January 7" Chapter 302 Monthly
Meeting

The highlight of January’s meeting was the excellent slide presentation of Steve lacoviello’s first
flight that was produced, directed, and edited by Denny Irvine, Program Chairman. Don Colchin
also handed out 2011 EAA Chapter Service Awards to the Chapter 302 officers in attendance.

Dick Stevens, Rick Rausch, Don Guice and Ed Don Colchin presents Jose Ruiz with
O’Quinn listen intently to the program. his 2011 Chapter Service Award.

Lynell receives her 2011 EAA Service Larry Elliot, Young Eagles Chairman,
Award from President Don Colchin propositions membership for help with big
Young Eagles event.

Slide show complete with music and
commentary. Well done Denny and
congratulations to Steve lacoviello on
his successful RV9a first flight.




EAA 302 2011 Officers and Calendar of Events
Contact Information —
» 1% Sat., La Grange BBQ Fly-In, Fayette Regional (3T5)
President: Don Colchin (713)253-8989 » 1st Sat., Fly-In Lunch, Leesville, LA (L39) EAA Chapter 1356
Vice Pres:  Bill Gipson (281)814-6006 > 3; Sat., BBQ Lunch, Disc. Fuel, Jasper Apt. (JAS)
Secretary: Shirley Park (281)460-2946 > 4th Sat., Fly-In Breakfast, 8-11 am, Tyler Pounds Fid, (TYR)
Treasurer: Lynell Gipson (713 )825-4090 » 4" Sat. Fly-in Drive-in Beauregard Regional (DRI), DeRidder, La
Young Larry Elliott (713)398-5899
Eacls: Call before you go!!
Website: Larry (281)222-6361
Perryman % March 34, 2012 EAA Aircraft Builders Workshop, Dallas, TX Check EAA
Program Denny Irvine  (936)827-0091 website for details and sign up.
Chairman % March 27-April 1, 2012 Sun N Fun, Lakeland, FIL (KLAL) Lakeland Linder
Newsletter: Bill Gipson (281)814-6006 Rgnl
_ Chase < 2™ Gat. Lufkin “The Cook’s Choice Fly-in”, Angelina County Airport (KLFK)
Membership: Snodgrass (832)588-8888 April, June, August, October

EAA 302 regularly meets @ 8:30AM for pancake breakfast,

NEXT MEETING: 10am for business meeting on the 2nd Saturday of the
month, Lone Star Executive Airport, (CXO), Lone Star
FEBRUARY 11TH Builders Center, 10150 Dorbandt, Hangar #41
10AM Visitors are always welcome!

Take IH-45 Exit 90, follow the signs 3 miles east to the airport.

HANGAR 41

Need a Tech Counselor and Flight Advisor? Contact
Mike Singleton @ 832-865-4675 or msing48@hotmail.com

Disclaimer: Chapter 302 assumes no responsibility or risk for use of products occasionally listed for sale. This is a service to members and does not
constitute an endorsement of such products by the Chapter, its members, or the EAA. All building tips and suggestions put forth in the newsletter or
at chapter meetings are informational only. The Chapter assumes no liability or responsibility for the accuracy of such material. Anyone applying such
information to their flying or project does so at their own volition and risk.

Engine: superior quality used Japanese Machine Shop Access: Tom

carbureted Subaru motor 1.8 liter 8 valve Kreiner, EAA 302 member, is

EA81 4 Cyl. from Unitex trading company see offering access to his machine

website www.unitextrading.com shop for discount rates and

This engine was donated to EAA 302 by a rebates to our section. Contact

former member. @ 832-326-2970 or

tkreiner@gmail.com

For Sale: RV-6 Empennage Kit - Space reserved for free

New Parts advertisements - send me your
. . logo and information

For information call 281-359-9111. I

Leave name and number. Will Newsletter editor :

return call. gipsowh@hotmail.com

Young Eagles ~ Share The Dream


http://www.unitextrading.com/

