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Breakfast and General Meeting 
April 14th 

 
Starting at 8:30am breakfast with fixin’s will be 

served for a small donation to the chapter. 

Regular business meeting/program to begin at 
10am. Place: Hangar 41 

 

 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------     

 

Spring has ‘sprung’ around the airport 

 
 

                                                                                                                                       
                                 
 

                                            

 
 

 

 

EAA Chapter 302 
Conroe, Texas 

 
 

Program:  Antique Aircraft Identification 

Hangar cleanout Sale: Come early for good deals! 



EAA Chapter 302 – Minutes for March 10, 2012 
Shirley Park, Secretary 

 

 Meeting opened at    10 am by President Don Colchin. 

 Safety Minute:  Quote from Doug Rees Article on Safety on all the things he used to do and 

doesn’t do any more!  1.  No high speed passes.  2.  No aerobatic maneuvers over a congested 

area especially without a parachute.  3.  No flying through clouds on VFR.  4.  No formation flying 

with more than 3 or 4 airplanes, especially with no prior training.  Other comments from floor 

on other suggestions. 

 Guests:  Greg Smith was introduced by Denny Irvine.  Greg also just joined the chapter today.  

He has 10,000 + hours with multi, commercial and instrument rating and owns a C-185 and an 

amphibian C-185 and an L-19 BirdDog.  His favorite flying experience was flying the floatplane to 

the Bahamas/Caribbean. 

 Butch Wells is a mechanical engineer and has worked at NASA.  He has250 hours with a private 

rating.  His interest is an RV6.  He was introduced by Brewster Shaw. 

 Moment in Aviation History:  The X Plane in 1961 broke speed records. 

 Secretary report accepted as reported in the newsletter with the exception of the list from EAA 

National received from the Houston area was listed as 800 and should be 400. 

 The treasurer’s report was given by President Don Colchin in the absence of treasurer, Lynell 

Gipson.  Bank balance is $3,646.22. Income for February was $841.69 with expenses of $242.69, 

leaving a net gain of $599.00.  February pancake breakfast donation was $304.21.  Profits from 

the breakfast are reserved for meeting room improvements, as a carpet and paint. 

 The new website is in progress with improvements being made regularly.  Any comments or 

suggestions please contact Larry Perryman. 

 Our membership chair, Chase Snodgrass is still in Presidio working on his airplanes.  Bob Humes 

has volunteered to assist and is awaiting contacts from Bill Gipson. 

 Young Eagle chairman, Larry Elliott announced a Young Eagle event on May 12th at 1pm.  We will 

be flying the ROTC unit of about 40 from The Woodlands High School with possible 60.  Pilots, 

airplanes and volunteers are needed.  Signup sheets were passed around.  The event will be 

held at Galaxy FBO and at General FBO.  He plans to contact chapter 772 and chapter 2.  You are 

encouraged to go to the National EAA website for pilot requirements.  8 people with airplanes 

were in attendance made a commitment to fly. 

 There was discussion on flying clubs by Dave Chaplin and Jae Ebert.  More discussion on 

feasibility is planned for future.  Sun and Fun is expected to reveal plans on flying clubs which 

may be of help. 

 It was noted any event that is a chapter event is covered under our liability insurance. 

 The fly out/drive out to Natchitoches, La was a successful and enjoyable time.  All are 

encouraged to participate, either flying or driving. 



 Compass Rose painting by the 99’ers is planned for April 21st with our chapter providing food 

and drinks. 

 Tom Kreiner, the machine shop guy, gave us a tip and welcomes any and all to classes held 

regularly as well as access to many machines.  His shop is adjacent to Hooks Airport. 

 Jose Ruiz reported on some IA rules and says all are welcome to go to meetings.  Look at the 

FAA website for dates and places. 

 Dick Wright has an empennage kit for RV-6 with new parts he needs to get out of his garage to 

whoever will come and get it.  (Chuck Elsey is interested.) 

 2 planes are going to Sun N Fun March 27-April 1st. 

 There is scaffolding available in the tool crib for airport use only.  It will be listed on the chapter 

website. 

 Everyone is encouraged to bring visitors to see if membership totals can come up. 

 Brent Crabe will be a Flight Advisor. 

 Projects:  Alan Johnson has the fuselage nearly finished.  His wood work is excellent. 

 Doug Knab has his RV8 back together and it flew well and looks good. 

 Tom Fisher has 5 hours flown off of the required 40.  He has been working on an oil leak. 

 Don Guice is working on his Zenith 601.  He is looking for hangar space as Dennis McCright’s 

hangar was just sold. 

 Larry Elliott’s RV7 will be flying this summer.  He hangars at Lake Waterwheel at Shepard. 

 Larry Perryman says the Warren estate is still in probate so nothing can be sold yet. 

 Chapter has been given a 55 gallon drum of AeroShell 15W-50.  Chapter is selling oil at $4 per 

quart.  Bring a clean container.  There is a file cabinet for sale for $20. 

 Will Park won the swindle. 

 There were 51 in attendance. 

 Meeting was adjourned at 11:25 am. 

  



        

                                       
I joined EAA in 1968.  I had a 
dream to build or fly airplanes 
like the models I had built as a 
young boy.  It started with a 
Taylor Monoplane, then a 
Cassutt, then a Tailwind, then an 
Acro Sport ll, another Tailwind, 
and finally a Hatz.  They were 
and are all great airplanes.  Lots 

of fun to build or fly but I realize 
now that as fun as building and 
flying airplanes was and is, 
nothing has had an impact on my 
life like the people I met and 
became involved with thru the 
years since 1968.  I met those 
people first in Chapter 88 in 
Wichita and finally here in 
Chapter 302 in Conroe. 
 
Let me give you two recent 
examples of what I am writing 
about.  First, the impact of 
people to our organization was 
never made clearer to me than 
this past year when we lost three 
of our members.  The direct 
impact of Dennis’ and Bud’s 
deaths has had a tremendous 
effect on many of our member’s 
personal lives and our lives at 
the airport.  An entire hangar of 
people and their aircraft have 
been impacted recently as 
Dennis’ hangar was sold and 
changed hands.  The hangar had 
been a central place of getting 
together, borrowing tools, and 
hangar flying for the majority of 
our chapter members.  That has 
changed now as the hangar 
becomes a commercial endeavor 
by one of the FBO’s on the 
airport.  The grave effect of all 
this was not on airplanes.  
Airplanes are what the EAA is 
supposed to be about correct?  
No, it was on the people who 

EAA Chapter 302 
President’s Message 



shared that hangar.  It was 
showing in the faces of those 
people who congregated in the 
hangar this last week.  The stress 
was tremendous as the hangar 
was cleaned out in order for it to 
be ready for the new owner.  
New hangars had to be located 
to move the airplanes to, but 
mostly people were missing 
what used to take place in that 
hangar.   Close friends enjoying 
each other’s company.  That is 
when it really hit me……the loss 
of one or two people whom we 
had come to love and enjoy 
spending our time with had a 
profound impact on us all.  Sure, 
we will miss the airplanes but 
the people who were good 
friends with Dennis and Bud, our 
lives will never be the same.   It 
was about the people of EAA. 
 
The second example occurs 
every afternoon at 5PM on 
hangar row E of our airport.  
This is the hangar row next to 
the hangar where we meet for 
our monthly chapter meetings.  
Jimmy Crawford or Joe Waltz 
rolls out the World War II 
vintage air raid siren and for a 
few seconds sends the shrill 
sound of an air raid all over the 
airport.  This is the signal for all 
who hear it to congregate and 
discuss the day’s projects, what 
we should do in the future, or 

anything else that comes to 
mind.  More importantly. it is 
time to take time to drink a beer 
or soda and enjoy each other’s 
company.  It is about the people 
of EAA. 
 
Paul Poberezny is quick to state 
that the EAA would still exist if 
the national organization went 
away.  I am not sure if he is 
serious or if he just doesn’t want 
the officers and directors of the 
national organization to get too 
big of a head.  I know in the case 
of chapter 302, however, we 
would continue to exist because 
of the great friendships that exist 
in our chapter. 
 
So, if you have a desire to build 
and want to join to gain the 
expertise and help you will need 
to complete a project airplane 
then by all means come and join 
us.  But if you are interested in 
aviation and airplanes but don’t 
have the desire or the financial 
means to build an airplane come 
to our meetings and experience 
the best the EAA has to offer and 
that is the people who make up 
the aviation world.  They are the 
best part that will remain with 
you forever. 
 
Don Colchin 



Airport Open House on Saturday, May 12th 

The airport is excited to announce that we 
will hold an Airport Open House on 
Saturday, May 12th, from 10:00 – 4:00 p.m.  
The location will be from the terminal 
building south towards Taxiway F, and will 
include the apron at General Aviation 
Services.We would like to advertise this as a 
“show me your plane” day, and by way of 
this email are asking you to email back if 
you are willing to display your aircraft on 
the apron/taxiway for the public to see and 
learn about our local aviation and pilots.  
Due to the presence of the public at the 
open house, if you display your aircraft 
please plan on it being on display until the 
open house closes at 4:00 p.m., for safety 
reasons.  Spots will be reserved on a first 

come first serve basis, so please let us know 
if you would like to participate.  We would 
also like to have a classic car display, so 
please let us know if you would like to 
display your vehicle.    

That same day, at the south end (Galaxy), 
the EAA will be hosting a Young Eagles 
activity with plans to fly about 60 youth, so 
we will be keeping the open house in a 
separate area at the north end.  Finally, if 
anyone would like to volunteer to help us 
with safety monitoring that day, we would 
appreciate that as well.  This will be a 
chance to show the community what 
general aviation is about and share our love 
of aviation with the non-flying public.

 

 

Brent Crabe’s RV-8 New Paint 

        

 

Scott E. Smith, AAE 

Airport  Manager 

 

 

If you haven’t seen Brent’s new paint on his 

RV-8, be sure to attend Airport Day or drop by 

his hangar at KCXO. 



l l

Saturday

Bi Plane Fly In san
28 Apri l  2O12 at KHYI

Marcos, TX. 10am-2pm
al

a|Pr.m Flv-rn ullxEs 2oll wwlt st rr|t||n Prrois THArrxs sao sors trl'dla

BiPlane Fly-In

This vear we have 'reservations' from 16 WWII Pitots who will be comino to flv in
Stearman Formations! We're blessed that these men and women will be "Flvino
Tod€ther Aoain!"

Admission is $5 and Lunch $1O, (Check for corporate group passes & coupons.)

We are anticipating attendance by over 40 BiPlanes and 100 single-wings,
including the aircraft flown by our wwII Veterans who kept our skies free!

Dr Buck \,'lillis
BWstearman@vahoo.com
(512) 297-1833
Hoteli Embassv Sules httDJ/\ lvw.sanmarcos€mbassysuites.com Discount code: 'CAF



Open House and Fly-in 
April 21 & 22, 2012 - 10 AM - 5 PM 

                                      West Houston Airport       ($10 a Car) 
Presented by 

The West Houston Squadron of 

the Commemorative Air Force   

 
 

 

Historic Aircraft from 

WWII, Korea and the 

modern era will be on 

display and in-flight. 
 

See a Lockheed C-60A paratroop transport, the CAFs B-17 

bomber, plus many other aircraft from WWII, including the 

Navy N3N, AT-6 "Texan" and BT-13 "Valiant" trainers. 

 

 

 

Over 20 aircraft are expected to fly in for this 

two-day event.    

      Warbird Rides are also available! 
 

 

 

Our WWII Aviation Museum will  

be open for visitors. 

 
 

Food, Drinks, Gifts and 

Souvenirs will be  

available. 

 

 

 

 West Houston Airport is located on 

Groschke Road, between Hwy 6 and 

Barker-Cypress Road near I-10 West.   

For more information, visit: 

www.westhoustonsqdn.org  

 



 

Fly-In/Open House 

Hawthorne Field (45 R) 

Hardin County Airport, Kountze TX. 
April 14, 2012 

8:00 a.m. - ??? 

Contests: 
Spot Landing, Flour Sack Drop, Furthest Distance 

Food to be provided by local Boy Scout Chapter – 

BBQ Sandwiches, Links & Plates 

Coffee & Donuts provided by FBO Dale Williford 

and EAA Chapter 1515 

Info O.O. Wilson “409-659-8819” or “oowilson@aol.com” 



In Memoriam 
 

                        

 

 

 



 
 

Young Eagles ~ Share The Dream 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 

NEXT MEETING: 

APRIL 14TH 

10AM 

HANGAR 41 

 

Calendar of Events 

 1st Sat., La Grange BBQ Fly-In, Fayette Regional (3T5) 
 1st Sat., Fly-In Lunch, Leesville, LA  (L39) EAA Chapter 1356 

 3rd Sat., BBQ Lunch, Disc. Fuel, Jasper Apt. (JAS) 
 4th  Sat., Fly-In Breakfast, 8-11 am, Tyler Pounds Fld, (TYR) 
 4th Sat. Fly-in Drive-in Beauregard Regional (DRI), DeRidder, La  

Call before you go!! 
 

 

 2nd Sat. Lufkin “The Cook’s Choice Fly-in”, Angelina County Airport (KLFK) 
April, June, August, October 

 April 20-22, Critterslodge Fly-in, (TE01) 
 April 21-22, West Houston Airport Open House, (KIWS) 

 April 28, 10am – 2PM, Biplane Fly-in, San Marcos, TX (KHYI) 

 May 12, 10am – 4PM, Airport Day and Young Eagles Event, (KCXO) 
 May 25-26, Ranger, Texas, Ranger Antique Airfield Fly-in and Airshow, (F23) 

www.rangerairfield.org  

EAA 302 regularly meets @ 8:30AM for breakfast, 10am for 

business meeting on the 2nd Saturday of the month, Lone 

Star Executive Airport, (CXO), Lone Star Builders Center, 

10150 Dorbandt, Hangar #41 
 

  Visitors are always welcome! 
 

Take IH-45 Exit 90, follow the signs 3 miles east to the airport. 

 

EAA 302 2011 Officers and 

Contact Information 
 
President:  Don Colchin (713)253-8989 
Vice Pres:  Bill Gipson (281)814-6006 
Secretary:  Shirley Park (281)460-2946 
Treasurer: Lynell Gipson (713)825-4090 
Young 
Eagles: 

Larry Elliott (713)398-5899 

Website: Larry 
Perryman 

(281)222-6361 

Program 
Chairman 
Newsletter:  
 
Membership: 

Denny Irvine 
 
Bill Gipson 
Chase 
Snodgrass 

(936)827-0091 
 
(281)814-6006 
 
(832)588-8888 

  
  
  
  
  
  
Dennis McCright (936) 443-3562 
  

 

Disclaimer: Chapter 302 assumes no responsibility or risk for use of products occasionally listed for sale.  This is a service to members and does not 

constitute an endorsement of such products by the Chapter, its members, or the EAA.  All building tips and suggestions put forth in the newsletter or 

at chapter meetings are informational only.  The Chapter assumes no liability or responsibility for the accuracy of such material.  Anyone applying such 

information to their flying or project does so at their own volition and risk. 

Engine: superior quality used Japanese carbureted 
Subaru motor 1.8 liter 8 valve EA81 4 Cyl. from Unitex 
trading company see website www.unitextrading.com 
This engine was donated to EAA 302 by a former 
member. 

For Sale: RV-6 Empennage Kit – New Parts 
For information call 281-359-9111. Leave name and 

number.  Will return call. 

Machine Shop Access: Tom Kreiner, 
EAA 302 member, is offering access to 
his machine shop for discount rates and 
rebates to our section.  Contact @ 832-

326-2970 or tkreiner@gmail.com 
 

Need a Tech Counselor and Flight Advisor?  Contact 
Mike Singleton @ 832-865-4675 or msing48@hotmail.com 

For Sale: We have a donated 55 
gal. drum of AeroShell 15W-50 
which we are selling to 

members at $4/quart.  Bring a 
clean gallon container to Larry 
Perryman’s hangar 41.  Support 
your EAA chapter. 

 

For Sale- EAA Fundraiser 
Four drawer file from 
EAA meeting room 
declared excess.  Asking 

$20.  Contact Larry or 
bring your money to the 
monthly meeting. 
Cell 281-222-6361 

http://www.rangerairfield.org/
http://www.unitextrading.com/

