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NOV. 8TH MEETING MINUTES
Call to Order: President Joe Waltz welcomed 63 members and guests at 10 AM in the Galaxy FBO meeting 
room.
Pledge of Allegiance:  Mark Haskell led the pledge.

Welcome Visitors / New Members: Visitors include Timothy Covert (Ham Radio), Padraic Gray (Mooney 
Owner), Dillon Serrano (CFI USAviation), Gary Gray (UAL Retired), Ava Wilson (IFR Stage Check), Chris 
Dowell (UAL Flight Ops). New Member Glenn Northcoit (Maybe an RV-15)

Treasurer's Report: Beginning balance October 1, 2025: $13,368.07 + $200 cash on hand. Ending balance 
October 31, 2025: $14,197.36 - $200 cash on hand. Highlights include: Donation Income $800. Dues 
Income $175. Rent Expense $200. ‘BurgerBurn’ Expense $339.

Safety Minute: Most pilots would think there is little risk turning the Master switch to ON during cockpit 
preflight checks. There is potential for the prop to be dangerous or even deadly!  This would happen if the 
starter (relay) contractor was stuck in the ON position even with the ignition key in your pocket. Search 
YouTube: Surprise Propeller Motion - Pilot’s Tip of the Week.

EAA Chapter 302 In the News: The National Aeronautics Association has selected Dr. Becky Lutte as their 
Distinguished Stateswoman of Aviation honoree.  Becky is Chair of the Aeronautics Department at the 
Worldwide College of Aviation at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University (ERAU). She has also previously 
worked on important global aviation issues for a time with International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO). 
Congratulations Becky.

Aircraft Program: A 1954 Cessna 180 “BusinessLiner” was retained at Cessna where it was refitted as a 
1955 Cessna 180. The gear was moved forward and a baggage door was added in the newer design. Daren 
Gannon owns the 180 and has adopted the name “Wheat Rocket” because of its great performance.  
Search YouTube: Cessna 180 Wheat Rocket.

Project Updates:  Tom Hammer / Highlander SuperSTOL  = Rotax 915 iS engine first run completed. 
Landing gear struts nitrogen charged, wing root firings installed, interior finished, Weight and Balance and 
FAA inspections soon.

Hints for Homebuilders: Mark Forss of EAA shows how to use a strap duplicator to duplicate holes in 
sheet metal fabrication. Search EAA Videos -  Strap Duplicator 

News and Reports:
Rainbow Aviation will teach a Light Sport Repairman Inspection Course here 27-28 June for 16-20 
members. Cost - $650. This course allows non-builder owners to have condition inspection authority 
thru the MOSAIC initiative. Contact Bill Donahoe for detail.

Our next Young Eagle event is Nov 15th at the Conroe airport office and ramp. 8AM for pilots and 
volunteers. 9AM the flying starts for 45 Young Eagles. Rain date Nov 22nd. See our website link for 
details.
--We have two summer Air Academy Camps for 2026. June 19-24 / Horizons & July 24-Aug 1 /           
    Explorer. Watch our newsletter for details.
--Chapter 302 will apply for a 2026 Ray Scholarship by end of January 2026.
--Watch your email for EAA Chapters Survey. This gives important feedback to your chapter.
--Expect membership renewal email for EAA Chapter 302 dues early December. 

Adjourn
--Remember before each meeting some gather any time after 8 AM on the 3rd floor Galaxy FBO        
  Black Walnut Cafe for breakfast. Also, after the meeting consider 12 PM lunch at McKenzie’s BBQ   
  at 1501 N. Frazier St, Conroe.
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Sign up now for the

EAA 302
CHRISTMAS PARTY

Saturday, December 13
6:00 to 9:00 PM

McKenzie's Barbeque
1501 N Frazier, Conroe

Menu is sliced brisket, BBQ Chicken,
Pinto beans, potato salad, tea & soda

Chapter buys the beer or BYOB

Playing Bingo “with a twist”
Optional bring a wrapped gift for prizes--$25 Max

Optional Toys4Tots—new unwrapped toys

Tickets $26 per person

Go to EAA302.org/
Store/Christmas Party 
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NOV. 15TH YOUNG EAGLE RALLY
Pictures by Rebecca Lutte

     Returning YE Mason Engles                      Chris Liondakis & the Mooney                Denny Irvine brought BearForce

      Doug Malloy and the Zenith                  The Marshalling Crew of the Year                       Steve Lutte and the RV-7

           And SOME of the flight school students that make it all work                 After Party in Nacogdoches
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The National Aeronautics Association (NAA) has 
recognized Embry Riddle Aeronautical University faculty ‑
member--Dr. Becky Lutte--with one of its most prestigious 
honors for outstanding career contributions to aviation.

The NAA named Lutte, associate professor and chair of 
the Aeronautics Department at the Worldwide College of 
Aviation as the Stateswoman of Aviation honoree.

Founded in 1905, the NAA is a non-profit organization 
whose mission is to oversee the advancement of the art, 
sport and science of aviation and space flight. The 
McDonald award recognizes “outstanding living 
Americans” who have made “contributions of significant 
value to aeronautics,” according to a July 29 NAA news 
release announcing this year’s recipients.

NAA DISTINGUISHED PERSON

Lutte, an Embry Riddle alumna who joined the university’s faculty in 2023, was recognized for ‑
“her significant contributions to aviation education,” including research on safety policy, 
sustainability, workforce development and online course delivery and design.

Proud of the many students she has mentored over the years, Lutte said that “it's an honor to 
be a part of a student’s academic journey” and a “rewarding experience” to see her students 
“cross the graduation stage.”

Lutte was also honored for her commitment to aviation safety and her influential role in shaping 
aviation policy. She previously worked with the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), 
a United Nations agency, to tackle global challenges of air navigation safety, workforce 
development and the training and licensing of personnel.

Throughout her career, she has focused on strengthening the aviation workforce, particularly 
the recruitment and retention of women and underrepresented groups, and has testified before 
House and Senate committees.

In 2020, U.S. Secretary of Transportation Elaine L. Chao appointed Lutte to the newly formed 
Women in Aviation Advisory Board.

Lutte, who is a member of the leadership team for the Boeing Center for Aviation and 
Aerospace Safety, said, “I'm grateful I’ve had the opportunity to shape education, policy and 
safety through my work in teaching, research and service.”
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EAA National requested this article to be put 
in the Newsletter.  Hopefully some of you 
made use of the workshop opportunities.

Aircraft Building Workshops Coming to Houston
Go Hands-On With EAA’s Two-Day Signature SportAir Workshops

If you're ready to build or restore an aircraft, or just thinking about it, grab your 
fellow chapter members and join us in Houston on December 6-7, 2025, at the 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance. SportAir Workshops courses include sheet metal 
basics, fabric covering, electrical systems and avionics, and fiberglass techniques.

Workshops are taught by experienced subject-matter experts who pair classroom 
instruction with hands-on projects, providing attendees with knowledge and know-
how of proper techniques that save every aircraft builder time, money, and 
frustration. Class sizes are capped at 16 students to ensure personal attention, 
opportunities for feedback and evaluation, and time for Q&A.

A recent workshop attendee shared, “I really appreciate how you could look at my 
work and give feedback specifically to the changes I need to make to improve my 
results, even the tiny adjustments to go from okay to good, to great... You 
answered all of my questions with a willingness... You’re awesome. Thank you.”

Workshop fees include all materials, safety equipment, and projects — you only 
pay for lunch! Attendees receive a workbook for reference, a certificate of 
completion, and an exclusive discount order form from Aircraft Spruce and 
Specialty on materials, supplies, tools, and accessories.

Don’t miss the Houston two-day EAA SportAir® Workshops. Seats fill up fast.

Register and learn more at SportAir.com/Schedule.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE WEBMASTER

THE GOOD NEWS:

EAA 302 is now up to 
180 active members, 
partly because of our 
great webmaster.

THE BAD NEWS:

Approximately 20 mem-
bers will be dropped for 
not responding to 3 
emails or keeping their 
dues current.  Imagine!  
No Burger Burns or 
World Class Newsletter.

THE REST OF THE NEWS:
The renewal bills went out on Dec 1st and 2nd. A few of you 
may have received an error when using the "pay now" link in 
the email.  Darryl is trying to track down the error.  In the 
meantime, here's a quick video that shows you how to log into 
your account and pay through the website.

How to pay your dues
Don't forget, you can always pay with a credit card in person at 
one of our Saturday meetings.

Your dues help 302 to do great things:  Counselors, tool crib, 
burger burns, scholarships, Young Eagle support, meeting 
rooms, et cetera.  Please do your part. 

https://youtu.be/tJiHAs2YSfo?si=NKk2Dd3sKyYSuR3Q&t=65


December, 2025     - - -     Volume 47, Issue 12 Page8

 

  IMC/VMC Club
 (2nd Thursday each month)

Please join us 7:00pm Thursday, December 11th (Galaxy FBO Conference Room) 
to discuss the answers to these questions and video scenarios.  Bring questions of 
your own, because we always save time for a little organized hangar flying!!

Video Scenario:

Video Scenario:

VMC Question of the Month:  When approaching touchdown, you notice that the 
aircraft tends to float rather than touch down. Besides excess airspeed, what 
causes this phenomenon?  

IMC Question of the Month:  NTSB accident data suggests that spatial 
disorientation may be a precursor to many general aviation accidents. What 
three sensory elements do pilots rely on to maintain proper orientation, and 
what causes the disorientation?  
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EVENTS COMMITTEE UPDATE
                Keith Pache 

   

4) Flying Event Links:
a) Fun Places to Fly = https://www.funplacestofly.com/funflyeventbyzip.asp
b) Social Flight = http://www.socialflight.com/search.php
c) EAA Webinars = https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-webinars
d) FAA Safety Webinars = https://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/events/EventList.aspx

5) Events Calendar:  Here’s a partial list of upcoming events.  You’ll find many more (with working 
hyperlinks) by going to our website and clicking on Flying Events under Our Chapter: 
https://eaa302.org/flying-events/

1) 7:00-8:45pm Thu. December 11th IMC/VMC Club Meeting at Galaxy FBO 
(see Newsletter for details).

2) 4:30-5:30pm Mon. December 8th Airport Advisory Board Meeting (Lone Star 
Convention Center).

3) 6:00-9:00pm Sat. December 13th EAA Chapter 302 Christmas Party at 
McKenzie’s Barbeque in Conroe – eaa302.org/shop

https://www.funplacestofly.com/funflyeventbyzip.asp
http://www.socialflight.com/search.php
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-webinars
https://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/events/EventList.aspx
https://eaa302.org/flying-events/
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CLASSIFIED ADS
Ads are free to any EAA member.  They will run for 6 months, or until you pull 

them out of classified.  Text or Email to dirvine1945@gmail.com

2013 RV-8A FOR SALE: $210,000.00 Hangered 
KDWH, Hobbs 650, Tach 592, Lycoming IO-360EXP 
by Ly-Con with numerous performance upgrades, 
Whirlwind 200RV constant speed prop, new 
Dynon/Garmin custom IFR panel in 2024, custom 
paint and scheme in 2024, built by A&P/IA with 
incredible attention to detail, all logs, no known 
damage history, condition inspection 2-25, IFR cert 
7-24, many extras included in sale, full spec sheet 
available on request.  Bill Whitefield 713-705-3725 or 
19whw55@gmail.com                                11/25

FREE TO A GOOD HOME—Fuselage jig 
used to build an RV-8.  Could be modified 
to fit other kits.  Can be picked up north of 
Willis on Shepard Hill Road.  34 inches 
wide and 16'3” long.

Contact Richard Sebesta 281-380-5452
                Call or text

Equity Partnership for Sale   at KDWH. 1/4 
ownership share 1972 Piper Arrow PA28R-200.  
3900TTAF 450 hrs on factory reman. engine and 
new scimitar prop.  New complete leather interior!  
Garmin 430W, G5 PFD and HSI.  King secondary, 
Stratus ADSB in/out. Century II AP.  25K buy-in, 
$225.00 month fixed for insurance and hanger.  
$125/hr wet on tach.  Perks: Co-owners are CFII's 
(retired 777 pilot, couple of engineering 
professionals) and the CFII's are willing to instruct 
for additional ratings.  We are an awesome group of 
friends/co-owners you will enjoy being a part of.
Contact: fivefiveplusaviation@gmail.com

mailto:19whw55@gmail.com
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CLASSIFIED (Continued)

Hangar for Lease

43' X 36' rectangular hangar with new
Epoxy flooring.  $800/month-available
For 1 year, 1.5 or 2 years.  Open to 2 small 
aircraft @ $400 each.

Amit Kulkarni     713-724-7721
amit77us@gmail.com                   8/25

mailto:amit77us@gmail.com
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 Contact Info—go to Home/contact us

EAA 302 Officers 
President

                  Joe Waltz                      

VicePresident
               Miles Demster               

Secretary
                        Jim Morrical                   

Treasurer
                       Bill Donahoe                  

IMC/VMC Club
Keith Pache

                          

Young Eagles/Eagles
                          Dean Marcott                            

Property
                           Denny Irvine                             

Website
                          Darryl Foster                             

Membership & Communications
                            Rick Oliver                            

Newsletter
                           Denny Irvine            
      

Events
                           Keith Pache                             
 

 We now meet in Galaxy FBO's 
building on the South Side of the 
Conroe-North Houston Airport.  Use 
the South Entrance, 1st  floor.  
Meetings start at 10:00 AM.

You cannot access the FBO by the 
old Airport Parkway.  You need to use 
Loop 336 and turn at Hawthorne 
Drive.  This  road has an  Airport 
Entrance sign which mentions Galaxy 
FBO and the Black Walnut 
Restaurant. This is just southeast of 
the Roller Skating Rink.

See you there.
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