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February 8, 2025 Meeting Minutes
Call to Order: President Joe Waltz welcomed approximately 70 members and visitors at 10 AM in 
the Galaxy FBO meeting room.
Pledge of Allegiance: Visitor Cameron McCluggage lead the pledge.

Welcome Visitors: Cameron McCluggage is a high school student interested in flying. Also visiting 
was her dad Andy McCluggage who has a PPL and has helped his father, 302 Member Chuck 
McCluggage, build his RV8 and most recently Chuck’s RV10 project. Nick Schischka is an avionics 
technician flying at Chennault Aviation Academy. Dean Conner is a retired UAL avionics engineer 
who is building an RV10. Charles Woelfel has interest in ultralight (VTOL). BJ is working on his PPL 
at United Flight at DWH.

Treasurer's Report: Beginning balance Jan 1, 2025: $11,170.91  + $200 cash on hand. Ending 
balance Jan 31, 2025: $12,291.82 - $200 cash on hand. Highlights include: Donation income $986, 
Dues income $500. Rent Expense $175, Website expense $286.24.

Safety Minute: We watched an AOPA Air Safety Institute video that reviewed the hazard of low 
altitude maneuvering. There is a decreased margin for error in this kind of flying. 80% of stall spin 
accidents happen in this ‘red’ zone. Search YouTube: Margins of Safety: Low Altitude Maneuvering

Watched a Video:  The Dingo Ultralight Biplane is a Part 103 single seat open cockpit Czech 
Republic redesign of the Bob Hovey Whing Ding. The earlier Wing Ding was an extremely 
minimalist American ultralight aircraft with an Empty GWT of 122 lbs. It was designed and flown in 
California in 1971. Some say it started the ultralight revolution. The Dingo in this review was at 
AirVenture 2024. It has an Empty GWT of 209 lbs and Max Takeoff Wt of 485 lbs.  Search YouTube: 
The Sky Is Our Sea | Future Vehicles' Dingo ultralight biplane

Vintage at Oshkosh 2024: Garry and Janne Ackerman took their Stinson SR-7B to AirVenture 
2024. It is recognized as the PepsiCola Stinson. It won a Bronze Lindy as the Antique Customized 
Aircraft Champion.  Search YouTube: Relentless Dedication Makes the Pepsi-Cola Stinson Sparkle 
| The restoration of a rare Reliant

Project Updates:  Rick Oliver / Took delivery of his firewall forward kit including propeller + the UL 
Power Aero Engine, ECU and other engine related assemblies. He joked with us about the ‘big 
beautiful’ boxes. 

Hints for Homebuilders:  EAA Volunteer Technical Counselor Wally Anderson demonstrates 
techniques to rivet in difficult places. Search EAA.org: Riveting in Difficult To Reach Places

News and Reports:
--EAA Leadership Boot Camp scheduled here on Saturday Feb 22, 2025. This is an                
   opportunity to meet other leadership in the region and improve a EAA Local Chapter.
--Chapter 302’s next Young Eagle event is March 15 at the CXO airport offices. We need        
   more pilots and airplanes to fly 30 Young Eagles. Set up at 8:30 AM and flying starts at        
   9:30 AM.

Adjourn:
--Fly Out - Lufkin (KLFK) for lunch at Angelina County Airport Cafe.
--Remember before each meeting some gather any time after 8 AM on the 3rd floor of             
   Galaxy FBO at Black Walnut Cafe for breakfast. Also, after the meeting consider lunch at     
   McKenzie’s BBQ at 1501 N. Frazier St, Conroe.
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EAA NATIONAL BOOT CAMP
Friday & Saturday, February 21-22nd

It was an honor to be selected by EAA National to host one of their 
travelling seminars on how to improve a Chapter.  Signups were limited 
to 50 people and we ended up with 45.  Six planes were going to fly in, 
but due to the poor weather, all but one of those cancelled.

Attendees were from all corners 
of Texas plus a few who came 
from Mississippi and Louisiana. 
Those who came Friday met at 
McKenzies for a BBQ dinner 
before retiring to hotels or nearby 
relatives & friends.

The agenda was everything EAA 
which included manuals, hand-
outs, nametags and brochures.  
The presenters were John Egan 
(Director of Chapters) and Chris 
Gauger (Chapter Field Rep) who 
flew into IAH and stayed over-
night in Conroe.

It wasn't ALL work.  Guests were 
invited to the Black Walnut for 
breakfast and lunch.  EAA 302 
also provided snacks for the 
morning and afternoon breaks.

The seminar ran from 8:00 
in the morning and wrapped 
up promptly at 5:00 PM. The 
presenters were very happy 
with the turnout, despite the 
cold, rainy weather.
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AIR ACADEMY CAMP APPS NOW OPEN

Applications for the 2025 Air Academy Camp Scholarships are now open.  EAA 302 
has reservations for two camps:  One for ages 14-16 on June 20-25 and one for 
ages 16-18 on July 15-23 (that one is during the first part of Airventure).  Students 
will do projects, flight simulators, airplane and helicopter flights and more.  They are 
now called “Explore Aviation Camp”.  Applications need to be handed to any EAA 
officer by May 1st, 2025.

Chris Bronokowski  just passed his Instrument 
Pilot Checkride in his RV-9A.  If you see him at his 
hangar 44D-4 on the “Hill”, tell him congratulations.

THE “BAT CAVE”

You've probably heard of all the parking areas 
around the Conroe Airport?  We've got “The 
Hill”, the “Swamp”, “Tobacco Road” and the 
“Hood”.   Well....now we have the “Bat Cave”.

Seems that a Coastal Flight was making night-
time touch and goes when the instructor asked 
for a precautionary landing because something 
was fluttering on the wing strut.  You can see it 
to the right.       Poor Bat!
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SPRING IS COMING!
Should be Cool Flying Weather 

It's time for another Young Eagle Rally
We have approximately 30 kids standing by.  We have picked Saturday, 
March 15th  to hold another rally.  Location will be at the Airport Office 
Building.  Members can volunteer for ground or flight positions.  We 
especially need pilots/airplanes.  Please use the checklist on the 
following page. (Reference only, you don't need to turn in)   If you need to 
be qualified for the Youth Protection Program, (YPP) please go to:             
       https://www.eaa.org/eaa/youth/youth-protection-policy-and-program.

Volunteers need to show up at 8:00 for setup with plans to start flying at 
9:00.  Please contact Dean Marcott, text or email at     815-382-2220 or 
deanmarcott@yahoo.com.

YOUNG EAGLE RALLY
Saturday March 15th

Please consider 
volunteering

For a Young Eagle Event

https://www.eaa.org/eaa/youth/youth-protection-policy-and-program
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  IMC/VMC Club
 (2nd Thursday each month)

Please join us 7:00pm Thursday, March 8th (Galaxy FBO Conference Room) to 
discuss the answers to these questions and video scenarios.  Bring questions of 
your own, because we always save time for a little organized hangar flying!!

VMC Question of the Month:  Pyrotechnic Signaling Devices (e.g., flares, flare 
guns) are often carried on general aviation aircraft to be used in emergencies. 
However, these can also pose a hazard when the aircraft is in flight. Does the FAA 
provide guidance regarding precautions to be taken to reduce the safety risks?

Video Scenario:

IMC Question of the Month:  You typically fly a Cirrus 22, and bring your iPad 
which you use as an electronic flight bag, replacing the paper charts and plates 
one would normally need for flight, and which you also use for flight planning and 
navigation. Today you’re flying a Cessna 177, which you haven’t flown before. Are 
you required to take any steps or precautions before using your iPad in this 
aircraft?

Video Scenario:
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EVENTS COMMITTEE UPDATE
                Keith Pache 

   

1) 10:00am-?? Monday Donuts & Coffee (Hangar 17E - Taxiway D).

2) 2) 10:00-11:30am Sat. March  8th Chapter Meeting (Galaxy FBO).
3) 11:30am-?? Sat. February 8th Fly-Out to KAFW (see Newsletter for details).

4) 7:00-8:45pm Thu. March 13th IMC/VMC Club Meeting at Galaxy FBO (newsletter for details).

5) 8:00am-?? March 15th EAA 302 Young Eagles Rally (see Newsletter for details).

6) 4:30-5:30pm Mon. April 14th Airport Advisory Board Meeting (Lone Star Convention Center)
7) Flying Event Links:

a) Fun Places to Fly = https://www.funplacestofly.com/funflyeventbyzip.asp
b) Social Flight = http://www.socialflight.com/search.php
c) EAA Webinars = https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-webinars
d) FAA Safety Webinars = https://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/events/EventList.aspx

8) Events Calendar:  Here’s a partial list of upcoming events.  You’ll find many more (with working 
hyperlinks) by going to our website and clicking on Flying Events under Our Chapter: 
https://eaa302.org/flying-events/

https://www.funplacestofly.com/funflyeventbyzip.asp
http://www.socialflight.com/search.php
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-webinars
https://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/events/EventList.aspx
https://eaa302.org/flying-events/
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 SATURDAY FLY-OUT TO AIRCRAFT SPRUCE

FORT WORT ALLIANCE APT  KAFW
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Saturday:March 29th 
8AM to 9AM – Registration for Model T Olympics and weenie roast
9AM Model T Drivers meeting
9:30AM – 10:00AM – Model T Games Begin
Model T Olympic Games, including: Driver Test Course, Potato 
Race, Backseat Driver Test, Teeter-totter and more games played 
involving the Ford Model T.
Food truck will be onsite (Saturday for lunch only)
3PM – 7PM Self Guided Tour or continue to play games

KINGSBURY PIONEER FLIGHT MUSEUM
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CLASSIFIED ADS
Ads are free to any EAA member.  They will run for 6 months, or until you pull them 

out of classified.  Text or Email to dirvine1945@gmail.com

FOR SALE—Apollo SL 70 transponder
Including the case.  Just got a new lens 
installed.  Checked out by the local 
radio shop and has a 90 degree 
antenna fitting if you need it.

This is another donation from a project 
that was never finished.  Proceeds go 
to EAA 302.  Yours for $250.

Contact Denny Irvine
936-827-0091
dirvine1945@gmail.com 

FOR SALE-- one RST – 442A two place 
/ channel aircraft intercom. Works great 
tested it with my sport’s PJ2 hand held 
radio. It will work for 50 hrs on the 9 volt 
battery. Switching to cigarette plug or 
hard wiring to aircraft bus is no big deal. 
This is a kit and was produced by Jim 
Weir of Kit Planes Magazine. $65.00
Contact Rick Oliver 713-703-1877 leave 
a message and I will return your call 
when I check the phone.

mailto:dirvine1945@gmail
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 CLASSIFIED ADS (Continued)

   

FOR SALE--Pop-Up Canopy 10 ft X 15 ft
New, never set up. Ordered then found too 
large for me to handle. 10 ft by 15 ft 
Includes frame, canopy, stakes, rope, 
sandbags, wheel bag.
$100.00 OBO

Dean Marcott 815-382-2220
deanmarcott@yahoo.com

Golf Cart / Tug For Sale  On 
CXO Used Patriotic Club Car 
New Batteries installed August 7, 
2024 ($1685) Mounted Front 
Pintle Hook Hitch for Tow Bar, 
New Tires, Speakers for Music, 
Lights, Great Condition
Price reduced $5,500

Owner is Upgrading to a Best Tug       David Novelli Hangar 23C  713-806-1389

FOR SALE-- Piper Cherokee 140 located in 
Conroe, TX (KCXO). Just came back to 
hanger with 4 new Nickel cylinders installed 
in January 2025. Updated avionics in 
November 2021 and interior in August 2024. 
VFR certified and IFR equipped. Annual 
completed in August 2024. Low engine 
hours and plenty of time remaining SMOH. 
Flies super smooth! Asking $84,000. 
Contact us at cherokee55988@gmail.com.

Here is the Trade-a-plane listing with more 
details.
https://www.trade-a-plane.com/search?
category_level1=Single+Engine+Piston&ma
ke=PIPER&model=CHEROKEE+140&listing
_id=2433109&s-type=aircraft
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FOR SALE--LED Wig-Wag flasher.  Two circuit, optically 
isolated with selectable flash rate and pattern.  Will 
accept LED and/or standard lights up to 15 amps.  
Flexible installation.  $45.00

Typical sign - $10.00 each
Tow bar mount - $15.00 per set
Rudder pedal extensions RV9/RV12 - 2 inch $50.00 / 3 
inch                   $60.00 per pair
RV14 Oxi bottle mount - $60.00
Custom applications available
Custom panel bezels, headset hooks and many more
Dean Marcott  Phone/text: 815-382-2220 
email: deanmarcott@gmail.com 

Classified (continued)
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 Contact Info—go to Home/contact us

EAA 302 Officers 
President

                  Joe Waltz                      

VicePresident
               Miles Demster               

Secretary
                        Jim Morrical                   

Treasurer
                       Bill Donahoe                  

IMC/VMC Club
Keith Pache

                          

Young Eagles/Eagles
                          Dean Marcott                            

Property
                           Denny Irvine                             

Website
                          Darryl Foster                             

Membership & Communications
                            Rick Oliver                            

Newsletter
                           Denny Irvine            
      

Events
                           Keith Pache                             
 

 We now meet in Galaxy FBO's 
building on the South Side of the 
Conroe-North Houston Airport.  Use 
the South Entrance, 1st  floor.  
Meetings start at 10:00 AM.

You cannot access the FBO by the 
old Airport Parkway.  You need to use 
Loop 336 and turn at Hawthorne 
Drive.  This  road has an  Airport 
Entrance sign which mentions Galaxy 
FBO and the Black Walnut 
Restaurant. This is just southeast of 
the Roller Skating Rink.

See you there.
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